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111 the law before us the permission  to dissolve the
marriage relation is given under two restrictions:

1.   It shall not depend upon the whim or caprice of
the husband to put his wife away, but he must give cer-
tain reasons for doing so.    It is not sufficient that " she
finds no favor in his eyes/' but there must be a certain
cause justifying  this  disfavor;   he must  have " found
some uncleanness in her."

2.   He shall not put her away without ceremony, by
mere word of the mouth, but by a formal act; a bill of
divorcement must be written, which he must give into
her hand before sending her away from his house.   The
object of requiring this formal document was, obviously,
to prevent passionate haste in divorce.   In those ancient
times, when the art of writing was not as general as in
our- days, the  preparation of such a written  document
would require the intervention of a priest or magistrate
skilled in this art.    In this way, a certain delay and op-
portunity for reconsideration were secured, and the priest
or magistrate conducting the act was expected to exercise
his influence to reconcile the parties, if possible, and to
prevent false and frivolous complaints from being treated
as grounds for divorce. (1)    Besides, the written document

wife," etc., "and given her a bill of divorcement; and (v. 2) if she has
departed out of his house and become another man's wife; and (v. 3} if
the latter husband hate her," etc., "then (v. 4) her former husband may
not take her again to be his wife," etc. According to this translation,
the passage before us neither institutes nor enjoins divorce, but as-
sumes that in putting away a wife it was an old custom to have a
written document of divorcement. But however the words of this pas-
sage are taken, they involve the permission of divorce and establish the
old custom as a law.

(i) See SAALSCHUETZ, Das Mosaische Recht, p. 801, and note on Deut.
xxiv., in SPEAKER'S Comrn. on the Pentateuch.